CHAPTER IX
BROTHERHOOD

Question. Why is Brotherhood a/Humanity made the
one obligatory object of the Theosophical Society, the
single (t article of belief^ binding on all the members ?

Answer. The recognition of this principle of brother-
hood intellectually and the endeavours to live it practically
are very stimulative to the higher nature of man. To live
it even to a small extent cleanses the heart and purifies the
vision; to live it perfectly is to eradicate all sense of
separateness. That recognition is the first step towards
the realisation of non-separateness which is so necessary
for the progress of a disciple, making him sensitive to the
sorrows of all and training him in self-identification with
the whole of humanity, in order that he may at last become
a definite co-worker with God, with his entire nature dedi-
cated to His purposes.

Q. But how can you establish the brotherhood of
humanity ? Looking around, 'we merely find that men,
according to Lawrence Oliphant's graphic expression,
u kill one another for Brotherhood's sake and fight as
devils for the Love of God ".

Ans. The brotherhood of man is not something which
needs to be established.  Brotherhood is: it is a fact
in nature. It already exists and requires merely to be
realised. No one can make a simpler or more perfect